
Before the season starts, it is considered that Members might be interested to 
clarify probably two of the more tricky rules in the game, Double Taps and Crush 
Shots.    

DOUBLE TAPS
In the rules of croquet you are only allowed to hit the ball once on each shot. 
Inadvertently striking the ball twice is called a double tap and is a foul shot. On 
most occasions that this occurs it is not intentional and thus not very common but it 
is good to know more about it and under what circumstances it can happen. This 
video will hopefully explain it, how it can occur and shows how striking at an angle 
can affect the chance of a double tap.
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WUmr6UnTDWA
This second video is more technical, but is interesting in terms of showing the 
effects when the balls are very close together, and what happens as the balls get a 
bit further apart. To put everything into perspective if the front ball goes more than 8 
times the distance of the ball you hit it will be clean - anything less would be 
considered suspect.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DZa1VQFXAIs
CLUB GUIDANCE: If you think your opponent is about to play a shot that will result 
in a double tap, you should tell them. They should then take this on board and have 
a discussion. If they still decide they want to play it then they should and everyone 
should move on with their lives ! Without a referee there is not a great deal that can 
be done. If your opponent warns you that you are going to play a double tap 
consider changing your shot: perhaps a better ploy than creating an atmosphere ! 

CRUSH SHOTS
A crush shot is when the mallet, ball and hoop/peg are all in contact at the same 
time and again is a foul. In practice what does this mean? The most likely situation 
when you are going to encounter this is when a ball is very close to or touching a 
hoop and you are playing it through. This video gives a decent explanation of the 
what is involved with a crush shot.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smhHV70aPNk 
The main thing to watch out for is hitting the ball along a line that forces it into the 
hoop when you hit it.

CLUB GUIDANCE: The same applies as for a double tap.
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